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and one regiment of cavalry, was evidently un-
equal to the defence of so extended a line ; more
especially as the Raja's contingent was yet in no
condition to afford effectual assistance.   One of
Colonel Walker's posts was no less than ninety
miles distant from its nearest appui.   But the first
appearance of a British army in the valley of the
Nerbudda spread consternation amongst the Pin-
darees; and Cheetoo's durra, which occupied the
cantonment of Nemawur, on the northern bank,
a little lower down the river, prepared to retire,
with their families, in the direction of the Ghats,
into Malwa.    In the apprehension of an imme-
diate attack, the preparations which had been
making for an expedition to the south, when the
river should be fordable, were suspended: and
some tune was lost by the chiefs of durras, in for-
warding entreaties to Sindheea for an asylum for
their families in some  of his numerous strong-
holds, while they prepared for a desultory contest
with the army, whose approach they daily expect-
ed.    Sindheea openly rejected all such applica-
tions, notwithstanding that they were accompa-
nied with an intimation, that unless he helped
them in this emergency, his territories should no
longer enjoy immunity from ravage.   Some of his
military commanders, however, and a party in
his ministry, privately gave them hopes of ulti-
mately obtaining their object, in case matters caine